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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments and Amendments 
1 . Due to amendment, objections to the specification are hereby withdrawn. 

Rejections made under 35 USC 101 and 112 2"'' paragraph are hereby 
withdrawn. 

Regarding the Applicant’s arguments of the drawing objections, the Examiner 
would like to make it known to the Applicant that the Examiner has earned multiple 
degrees in engineering from an accredited university and has been working in the field 
long enough to be considered “one skilled in the art”. From viewing the figures in 
question for each drawing objection, the reference characters clearly point to the same 
object. The first and second objections made in the non-final action, dated 10/27/2005, 
to the drawings stands. Due to amendment, the third objection is hereby withdrawn. 

The drawing objection pursuant to 37 CFR 1.83(a) is hereby withdrawn. 
Regarding the Applicant’s arguments (P3/L3-8 of the remarks), the Examiner would like 
to point out 35 USC 113, which states “When the nature of such subject matter admits 
of illustration by a drawing and the applicant has not furnished such a drawing, the 
Commissioner may require its submission...”. The Applicant has admitted such 
illustration, at least, which is evident from the initial filing of drawings. 

Regarding the status of claims (PI of remarks) The Examiner would like to note 
that claims 13-15 were never objected to, and invites the Applicant to carefully review 
PI 6-20 of the Action dated 10/27/2005, which clearly show rejections based on art. 
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Regarding Applicant’s arguments of claim 13, Boucher is in the art of advancing 
sheets in a sheet dispenser, which is the same as that of the instant application. The 
arguments are not found to be persuasive. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because of the following in formalities: 

• Failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because reference characters “154” 
and “164" have both been used to designate the same part in figure 9. 

• Failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because reference characters “94” and 
“80” have both been used to designate the same part in figure 10. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as “amended.” If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either “Replacement Sheet” or “New 
Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner. 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Modi 
USP 6,241,244 in view of Boucher USP 6,655,679. 

Modi discloses a similar method comprising: 

Rotating a picking member disk about an axis to engage a currency note at a 
transverse outer surface portion of the disk during picking of the currency note from a 
stack of currency notes in an automated teller machine having a currency note 
dispenser. Modi does not expressly disclose the note simultaneously engaged with 
both a low friction segment positioned axially adjacent to the high friction segment and 
wherein the low friction segment extends outward further than the high friction segment 
in a direction radial to the axis and rotating the picking member disk to disengage the 
currency note from the outer surface portion. 

Boucher teaches the note simultaneously engaged with both a low friction 
segment (36) positioned axially adjacent to the high friction segment (32) and wherein 
the low friction segment extends outward further than the high friction segment in a 
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direction radial to the axis and rotating the picking member disk to disengage the 
currency note from the outer surface portion (fig.6 shows both the high friction and low 
friction segments simultaneously engaging the note) for the purpose of allowing the 
linefeed roller (72) to further convey the note with minimal resistance from the picking 
member (C7/L55-58). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to have the note simultaneously engaged with both a low friction segment 
positioned axially adjacent to the high friction segment and wherein the low friction 
segment extends outward further than the high friction segment in a direction radial to 
the axis and rotating the picking member disk to disengage the currency note from the 
outer surface portion, as taught by Boucher, in the method of Modi, for the purpose of 
allowing the linefeed roller to further convey the note with minimal resistance from the 
picking member. 

5. Claims 17-24,26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boucher USP 6,655,679 in view of Graef USP 4,494,747. 

Boucher discloses a similar method comprising engaging an end sheet bounding 
the stack of sheets with a high friction picker surface rotatable about an axis, wherein 
the high friction picker surface engages a first side of the end sheet, and engaging the 
end sheet with a projecting surface that is axially adjacent to the high friction picker 
surface relative to the axis, radially adjacent to the high friction picker surface in a radial 
direction from the axis, and radially outward of the high friction picker surface in the 
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radial direction (see H3), but does not expressly disclose in an automated banking 
machine, moving the high friction picker surface to urge the end sheet to move along a 
first direction while in engagement with a stripping surface, wherein the stripping surface 
acts on a leading edge area of the end sheet in a stripping area, acts on a second side 
of the end sheet opposed of the first side, resists movement of the end sheet from the 
stack, and generally prevents sheets other than the end sheet from moving from the 
stack and between the high friction picker surface and the stripping surface; wherein in 
the projecting surface engages the end sheet as the leading edge area moves 
intermediate of the picker surface and the stripping surface, wherein deformation of the 
end sheet along the first direction by the stripping surface is minimized by engagement 
of the sheet with the projecting surface. 

Graef teaches, in an automated banking machine, moving the high friction picker 
(42) surface to urge the end sheet to move along a first direction while in engagement 
with a stripping surface (45), wherein the stripping surface acts on a leading edge area 
of the end sheet in a stripping area, acts on a second side of the end sheet opposed of 
the first side, resists movement of the end sheet from the stack, and generally prevents 
sheets other than the end sheet from moving from the stack and between the high 
friction picker surface and the stripping surface; wherein the projecting surface engages 
the end sheet as the leading edge area moves intermediate of the picker surface and 
the stripping surface, wherein deformation of the end sheet along the first direction by 
the stripping surface is minimized by engagement of the sheet with the projecting 
surface for the purpose of returning detected doubles to the stack (C3/67-68, C4/L1-18). 
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At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to employing the step of, in an automated banking machine, moving the high 
friction picker surface to urge the end sheet to move along a first direction while in 
engagement with a stripping surface, wherein the stripping surface acts on a leading 
edge area of the end sheet in a stripping area, acts on a second side of the end sheet 
opposed of the first side, resists movement of the end sheet from the stack, and 
generally prevents sheets other than the end sheet from moving from the stack and 
between the high friction picker surface and the stripping surface; wherein the projecting 
surface engages the end sheet as the leading edge area moves intermediate of the 
picker surface and the stripping surface, wherein deformation of the end sheet along the 
first direction by the stripping surface is minimized by engagement of the sheet with the 
projecting surface, as taught by Graef, in the method of Boucher, for the purpose of 
returning detected doubles to the stack. 

Boucher further discloses: 

• wherein the picking surface comprises a high friction arcuate segment (32) 
supported on a rotating cylindrical portion, and wherein in (b) the rotating 
cylindrical portion rotates in a first rotational direction 

• wherein the picker surface comprises a surface of a high friction arcuate 
segment supported on a rotatable first cylindrical portion, and wherein the 
projecting portion comprises a low friction arcuate segment (36) supported on 
the first cylindrical portion transversely disposed of the high friction arcuate 
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segment, wherein in (b) and in (c) the cylindrical portion rotates in a first 
direction. 

• during at least a portion of (b) and subsequent to (c) further comprising: (d) 
disengaging the end sheet from the projecting surface (fig.6) 

• a picker member wherein the picker member comprises the first cylindrical 
portion, and wherein the picker member includes at least one outboard high 
friction arcuate portion transversely disposed from the high friction arcuate 
segment, and further comprising: (e) during at least a portion of (d) engaging the 
end sheet with the at least one outboard high friction arcuate portion, wherein 
such engagement urges the end sheet to move in the first direction (at least 
fig.2,3,6) 

• wherein the picker member comprises a pair of outboard cylindrical portions 
transversely disposed from the first cylindrical portion, and wherein each of the 
outboard cylindrical portions includes one of the outboard high friction arcuate 
portions, and wherein in (e) the end note is engaged with the outboard high 
friction arcuate portions on the outboard cylindrical portions (at least fig.2,3,6) 

• subsequent to (e) further comprising: (f) engaging the end sheet with a carry 
away roll (72), wherein the carry away roll urges the end sheet to move away 
from the stack (fig.6) 
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• wherein the first cylindrical portion includes a resilient band extending 
circumferentially thereon, and wherein the resilient band includes the high 
friction arcuate segment engages by the end note in (a) (see figures) 

6. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boucher 
USP 6,655,679 in view of Graef USP 4,494,747 further in view of Graef USPub 
2001/0042292. 

Boucher discloses all the limitations of the claim, but does not expressly disclose 
prior to (b), receiving at least one input from a user corresponding to a request for cash 
through at least one input device of the automated banking machine, and subsequent to 
(f) delivering the end sheet to the user. 

Graef teaches prior to (b), receiving at least one input from a user corresponding 
to a request for cash through at least one input device of the automated banking 
machine, and subsequent to (f) delivering the end sheet to the user for the purpose of 
receiving information that identifies a customer and/or their account to make record of 
transactions (at least 1|0003,0043). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to: prior to (b), receive at least one input from a user corresponding to a request 
for cash through at least one input device of the automated banking machine, and 
subsequent to (f) delivering the end sheet to the user, as taught by Graef, in the method 
of Boucher, for the purpose of receiving information that identifies a customer and/or 
their account to make record of transactions. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1-12,14,16, and 25 are allowed. 

Claim 15 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie A. Nicholson III whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5487. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor. Gene Crawford can be reached on 571-272-6911 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



L.N. 

3/21/2006 




